MOSES    AT    THE    FAIR
" Sir," cried I, grasping his hand, " you are so far
from displeasing me by your familiarity that I must beg
you'll accept my friendship, as you already have my
esteem."
" Then with gratitude I accept the offer," cried he,
squeezing me by the hand, " thou glorious pillar of un-
shaken orthodoxy: and do I behold------"
I here interrupted what he was going to say; for though,
as an author, I could digest no small share of flattery,
yet now my modesty would permit no more. However,
no lovers in romance ever cemented a more instantaneous
friendship. We talked on various subjects.
The subject insensibly changed from the business of
antiquity to that which brought us both to the fair: mine,
I told him, was to sell a horse; and, very luckily indeed,
his was to buy one for one of his tenants. My horse was
soon produced, and, in fine, we struck a bargain. Nothing
now remained but to pay me, and he accordingly pulled
out a thirty-pound note, and bade me change it. Not
being in a capacity of complying with his demand, he
ordered his footman to be called up, who made his
appearance in a very genteel livery. " Here, Abraham,"
cried he, " go and get gold for this; you'll do it at neigh-
bour Jackson's, or anywhere."
While the fellow was gone, he entertained me with a
pathetic harangue on the great scarcity of silver, which I
undertook to improve by deploring also the great scarcity
of gold; so that, by the time Abraham had returned, we
had both agreed that money was never so hard to be
come at as now. Abraham returned to inform us that he
had been over the whole fair, and could not get change,
though he had offered half-a-crown for doing it. This
was a very great disappointment to us all; but the old
gentleman, having paused a little, asked me if I knew one
Solomon Flamborough in my part of the country: upon
replying that he was my next-door neighbour, " If that
be the case, then," returned he, " I believe we shall deal.
You shall have a draft upon him, payable at sight; and,
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